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Scope: The main purpose of this course is not so much to cover “advanced” material (the topics 
covered do not in fact appear terribly advanced) as it is to help students develop a mastery of the 
underlying principles and the ability to solve, quickly and efficiently, a variety of real fluid 
mechanics problems from basic principles. The lectures present and illustrate the fundamental 
principles, methods and modeling approximations that form the basis of fluid dynamics. The 
problems and tutorials help the students gain deeper physical insight and to develop, by practice 
and trial, the mindset of an effective problem solver in fluid dynamics. 
 
Objectives: By the end of the course students are expected to 

 Better understand the concepts of mass conservation, momentum and energy equations; 
 Learn how to apply the Navier-Stokes equation to model viscous flows; 
 Improve their understanding of similarity and dimensional analysis; 
 Better understand the significance, prediction, and control of boundary layers and separation; 
 Be introduced to the vorticity theorems and circulation; 
 Lean how to model potential flows and corresponding lift, drag, and thrust generation; 
 Analyze surface tension flows; 
 Better understand the physics of turbulence. 

 
Motivation: Knowledgeable students will be able to read equally profitably from alternative 
texts, provided they are in the habit of reading broadly and searching out references that satisfy 
them on the fundamentals.  
 
Homework Problems: Homework problems will be indicated in the course outline for each 
topic. The homework problems are not to be turned in. Students are responsible for both the 
assigned problems and tutorials. No problem sets are collected. However, based on repeated 
experience over many years, you may take our word that your chances of doing well in this 
course are minimal if you do not independently do at least the assigned problems before the 
tutorials, and use the tutorials to repair weaknesses and develop new insights. We are ready to 
help you in every way to master the course material. There is, however, a profound difference 
between being taught and learning at the graduate level.  

Grading and Exams: There will be at least one exam during the term, announced well in 
advance. There will be one final exam.  

Exams will probe for mastery of the underlying material and for skill in modeling problems in 
the simplest possible realistic terms. 

You can gain extra credit by turning in, at the conclusion of the final exam, a notebook in which 
you have reworked and amplified your lecture notes in cohesive, clearly reasoned form. This is 
not mandatory, and that your grade will not suffer if you do not do it: grades will be assigned 
before the notebooks are examined, and only upward adjustments will be made thereafter. 
However, thinking through and rewriting the lecture notes in consultation with a text, preferably 
on the same day (or on that same weekend) as the lectures may be one of the most effective 
forms of study, and well worth the effort. 


